
Lesson Readings

A “For each of us, as for the robin in 
Michigan or the salmon the Miramichi, 

this is a problem of ecology, of 
interrelationships of interdependence.  
We poison the caddis flies in a stream 

and the salmon runs swindle and die.  We 
poison the gnats in a lake and the poison 
travels from link to link of the food chain 

and soon the birds of the lake margins 
become its victims.  We spray our elms 

and the following springs are silent of 
robin song, not because we sprayed the 

robins directly but because the poison 
traveled, step by step, through the now 
familiar elm leaf-earthworm-robin cycle.  
These are matters of record, observable, 
part of the visible world around us.  They 

reflect the web of life—or death—that 
scientists know as ecology.”

Silent Spring

“But there is also ecology of the world 
within our bodies.  In this unseen world 
minute causes produce mighty effects; 

the effect, moreover, is often seemingly 
unrelated to the cause, appearing in a 
part of the body remote from the area 

where the original injury was sustained. 
“A change at one point, in one molecule 

even, may reverberate throughout the 
entire system to initiate changes in 

seemingly unrelated organs and tissues,” 
says a recent summary of the present 

status of medical research.” 
Silent Spring

“The shore is an ancient world for as 
long as there has been an earth and sea 
there has been this place of the meeting 
between land and water. Yet it is a world 
that keeps alive the sense of continuing 

creation and of the relentless drive of 
life. Each time that I enter it, I gain some 

new awareness of its beauty and its 
deeper meanings, sensing that intricate 

fabric of life by which one creature is 
linked with another, and each with its 

surroundings.”
“Marginal World”

“…In that moment time was suspended; 
the world to which I belonged did 

not exist and I might have been an 
onlooker from outer space. The little 

crab alone with the sea became a 
symbol that stood for life itself—for the 

delicate, destructible, yet incredibly 
vital force that somehow holds its place 

amid the harsh realities
of the inorganic world.”

“Marginal World”

“Looking out over the cove, I felt a 
strong sense of the interchangeability 

of land and sea in this marginal world of 
the shore, and of the links between the 

life of the two. There was also
an awareness of the past and of the 
continuing flow of time, obliterating 

much that had gone before, as the sea 
had that morning washed away the 

tracks of the bird.”
“Marginal World”

“The ordinary house mosquito is here 
and there developing resistance, a 

fact that should give pause to many 
communities that now regularly arrange 
for wholesale spraying.  This species is 

now resistant to several insecticides, 
among which is the almost universally 

used DDT, in Italy, Israel, Japan, 
France, and part of the United States, 
including California, Ohio, New Jersey, 

and Massachusetts.”
Silent Spring
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Sources: Carson, Rachel. Silent Spring. (Boston: 
1962) and The Edge of the Sea. Selection: 
“Marginal World” (Boston: 1955)


