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TODAY IN WASHINGTON:

The Media and Diplomacy

The Video Series

This instructional package is the fourthin a
continuing series produced by the United States
Department of State, in collaboration with a
special committee of social studies educators.
The purpose of the series is to help students
understand the connection between world events
and their own lives and those of others in their
communities.

The series builds upon the resources of the
U.S. Department of State. The DVD, print, and
other resources in this series are intended for use
with middle school and high school courses. In
producing instructional materials of this nature,
the developers recognize that the audiences
represent a vast range of interests and back-
grounds, as well as local and state curriculum
standards and requirements.

We hope that teachers find this package
useful and will look forward to future programs.
Your comments and suggestions will be helpful in
the development of future instructional packages.
Please contact us at:

pateacherfeedback@state.gov

The Media and Diplomacy

Today in Washington: The Media and Diplomacy is

an instructional package that explores the
interaction between diplomats and reporters
throughout our history, and examines the ways
that both have used the media to deliver messages
about international affairs.

DVD segments include “Portraits and
Pamphlets: Franklin in Paris;” “Cartoons and
Caricature: Diplomacy, Politics, and News;”
“Remember the Maine!’ Moving Pictures and
the Yellow Press:” “The Truth will Set Them
Free: Cold War Diplomacy, and Propaganda;”
“Diplomacy Live! Oil, Hostages, and Iran;” and
“Dateline Yesterday: News and Diplomacy 24/7.”

This package also includes the DVD script,

a chronology, glossary, lessons and extension

An Introduction

activities, website links, and other support
materials. Lessons focus on history, civics,
geography, economics, and culture, and support
the thematic curriculum strands of Expectations of
Excellence: Curriculum Standards for Social Studies of

the National Council for the Social Studies. Tessons and
support materials were also designed to promote
the literacy emphasis of No Child Left Behind by
including oral, written, and visual communication
activities.

These instructional materials were designed
to provide a high degree of flexibility for teachers.
The DVD can be viewed in its entirety or in
segments. It can be used to stimulate classroom
discussion, to introduce a series of lessons on
the topic, or to supplement existing classroom
lessons. The DVD and print materials may
constitute a complete instructional unit, or
individual elements may be incorporated into
existing units. These instructional materials
support U.S. history, civics and government,
economics, international relations, and modern
world history courses.

Teachers are encouraged to enhance the
content of this package with other instructional
materials and information sources, such as
textbooks, newspapers, television, and the
Internet. Suggestions for using additional
resources are included with a number of the
lessons. Teachers are encouraged to modify
suggested lessons and other materials in ways that
are appropriate for their students, courses, and
other local circumstances.

Print materials in this package are provided in
black-on-white format. They can be reproduced
easily to enable teachers to customize materials
for their own classrooms. Some websites in
the list of web resources may have copyright
restrictions, and teachers are advised to review
and abide by those restrictions. All materials in
this package produced by the Department of State
may be reproduced and disseminated without
specific permission. #
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Points of Emphasis

The following points should be emphasized relative to the DVD
and activities in this instructional packet.

el

el

Pl

el

el

el

Pl

“TODAY IN WASHINGTON”

The flow of information and news from around
the world plays an important role in the
social, political, and economic lives of people
and nations.

Over the last two centuries, technological
advances in transportation and communica-
tions have spread news, ideas, and opinions
across national boundaries more rapidly, giv-
ing people around the world better access to
information.

Governments around the world communicate
through the news media to explain national
goals to domestic audiences, and to gain inter-
national support for their policies.

Diplomacy is the chief instrument of foreign
policy, and it can take many different forms of
interaction between nations.

Communications technology and the news
media have the ability to influence a nation’s
allies and adversaries.

Through words and pictures, news stories
can shape public opinion about international
events.

Throughout its history, the United States
Government has recognized the important
role that the news media plays in educating
and informing citizens about international
events.

el

el

el

el

el

el

During the 1700s, newspapers played a key
role in informing people throughout the colo-
nies about world events, and in building their
identity as American citizens.

During wartime, and during some periods of
international conflict, the U.S. Government
has regulated the flow of information to and
from the United States.

Messages transmitted through the news
media sometimes have been used by govern-
ments as substitutes for direct communica-
tion or diplomatic contact between nations.

During the Cold War, the United States suc-
cessfully used news and information to break
through the “Iron Curtain” to inform citizens
in communist-controlled countries about
world events.

Because of instant communications and satel-
lite news networks, governments must now
respond more rapidly to world events.

Private individuals and groups, as well as gov-
ernments, continue to make effective use of
the news media and communications technol-
ogy, including the Internet, to affect interna-
tional relations in the 21* century. #
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Interesting Facts

{ Fifty percent [50 %] of the world’s population will never make a phone call.
Q If all of human existence was a 24-hour day, the telephone, telegraph, radio, and
television would have been invented just 11 seconds before midnight. Computers

would have been invented just 2 seconds before midnight.

g The first Radio Liberty broadcast to the Soviet Union was jammed after just 10
minutes.

Q Newspaper publisher William Randolph Hearst used his yacht to capture Spanish
sailors during the Spanish-American War.

§ George Washington never delivered his Farewell Address in person; he released it
through newspapers.

Q During the 1830s, reporters used fast horses to carry news between New York and
Washington, D.C.

q The first news correspondent stationed in Washington, D.C. began work in 1808.

S Philip Freneau, editor of the National Gazette, was hired by Thomas Jefferson to be the
Department of State’s first translator.

q Benjamin Franklin Bache, who was arrested for seditious libel in 1798, was Benjamin
Franklin’s grandson.

g Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) covered Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee for
William Randolph Hearst.

? Novelist William Gibson coined the term “cyberspace” in his 1984 novel, Neuromancer.
Early computers took up 1,000 square feet of floor space.
The first commercially successful minicomputer sold for $18,000 in 1965.

In 1982, Time magazine chose the computer as its “Man of the Year.”

-2 -6 06 =06

One scientist named a new ant species “proceratium google” after the Google search
engine, because it was so useful in his research.

Q The Continental Congress printed 100 copies of the Declaration of Independence and
sent them to publishers throughout the colonies.

g In 1989, CNN provided the only live coverage from Tiananmen Square in China. ##
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Chronology

Media and Diplomacy

179........ Newspapers join the
foreign policy debate in support of
France or Britain

1846 ........ Telegraph used to
transmit dispatches from journalists
about the U.S. war with Mexico

1866......... U.S. sends the first
diplomatic cable by telegraph

1898 ........ Newspapers and motion
pictures play a key role in the
Spanish-American War

1939......... Franklin Delano
Roosevelt is the first President to
give speech on television

1940...... Edward R. Murrow
reports by radio on the German
bombing of London

1941......... Voice of America begins
broadcasting

1947 ........ Radio Free Europe begins
broadcasting
1959......... Video recorder documents

Nixon/Khrushchev “kitchen debate”

in Moscow

1962 ........ President John F.
Kennedy addresses the nation on
the U.S. blockade of Cuba

1968......... Televised reports on the
war in Vietnam cause U.S. policy to
be questioned

1972 ... The world media covers
President Richard Nixon’s visit to
China

1979......... U.S. Department of State
begins daily press briefings

1980.......ABC begins Nightline to
report on the hostage crisis at U.S.
Embassy in Iran

1985........ Radio Marti begins
broadcasting to Cuba

1988 ........ Soviet Union allows
MTYV to be seen in the communist
countries of Eastern Europe

1989......... Chinese student protests
in Tiananmen Square covered live
by CNN

1990.......CNN provides live 24-

Communications Technology

1450........ Johann Gutenberg invents
a printing press with movable type

1839......... Invention of photography
allows images to be recorded and
printed

1844........Samuel F.B. Morris
invents the telegraph

1858 ........ First transatlantic cable
connects U.S. and Great Britain

1876......... Alexander Graham Bell
invents the telephone

1877......... Development of the
phonograph allows sounds to be
recorded and preserved

1889 ........ Moving picture

technology is invented

18%......... Guglielmo Marconi
develops the wireless radio

1928........ Philo Farnsworth trans-
mits the first television pictures

1928........ Sound is added to motion
pictures—the “talkies” are born

1956 ....... First computer hard disk
introduced

1962 ... Telstar satellite relays
televised pictures between the
United States and Europe

1965 ... First international
telecommunications satellite is
launched (Intelsat)

1969 ........ ARPANET computer

hour coverage of the Gulf War

1992 ... Camera crews meet
invading U.S. troops landing on the
beaches of Somalia

1995......... U.S. Department of State
establishes a web site

199%......... Al Jazeera begins
broadcasting to Arab countries

1999......... Events in the Balkans lead
to coverage of an international event
on web sites for the first time

2002 .....Radio Sawa established
by the United States to broadcast to
countries in the Middle East

2003 .....U.S. broadcasts to the
Iranian people through Radio Farda

2004 ...... The Arabic-language
satellite news channel Al-Hurra is
begun by U.S.

2006 ......Al-Jazeera launches an
English-language satellite channel

network lays the foundation for the
Internet

1971........ E-mail is invented and
used on ARPANET

1973......... First international
connection to ARPANET

1976......... Apple introduces the first
personal computer

1981......... First modem developed to
transfer computer data (300 bps)

1990 ...... World Wide Web
prototype created

199% ... Yahoo Internet index
created
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News Media

1690......... First newspaper is
published in American colonies

1729 ... Benjamin Franklin
uses the postal service to build
circulation for the Pennsylvania
Gazette

1735.........John Peter Zenger is tried
and acquitted for seditious libel

1776......... Declaration of Inde-
pendence is printed in American
newspapers

1783.......... Pennsylvania Evening Post is
the first daily newspaper published
in United States

1791........ First Amendment is
adopted to protect freedom of
speech and freedom of the press

1798.......... Newspaper editors are
jailed for criticizing the pro-British
foreign policy of President Adams
1811 Samuel Topliff, Jr. reports

“fresh” international news from
newly arriving ships

1822........ First news service begins,
based in Washington D.C.
1849......... Associated Press news

service is founded

1860:s .......First photographs appear
in newspapers

1866.......... Newspapers print

international news transmitted over
the transatlantic cable

18%.......... William Randolph
Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer wage a
newspaper circulation war

1898 ......... Motion picture
technology is commercialized

1901.......... Marconi receives the first
transatlantic radio signals

1911 Motion picture theaters
begin showing newsreels

1920........KDKA in Pittsburgh
becomes the world’s first scheduled
radio broadcast

1927 ... Federal Radio
Commission is established to
regulate broadcasting

1934 ......... Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) is established
to regulate telegraph, telephone,
radio, and television

1939.......... First television sets are
offered for sale in United States

1947 ......... NBC and CBS begin
nightly news programs

1968......... CBS introduces portable
mini-cam for news coverage

1970......... First experimental use of
a computer terminal to edit news

................... Public Broadcasting
System (PBS) and National Public
Radio (NPR) networks begin
broadcasting

1980........ Cable News Network
(CNN) is created by Ted Turner

1995.......... Dial-up Internet access is
offered to American households

................... First television program
delivered over the Internet

2004 .....Internet is a major source
of news in the United States

2005 .....Blogs (web logs) gain
prominence and influence in news
coverage

2005 ......Cell phones are widely
used to cover election news in
Ukraine

2006 .....Podcasting emerges as a
news source #
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Script Outline

(1]

BEREE

e

IRDER e

Opening Sequence

Introduction

Importance of the media in reporting world affairs
First American newspaper is printed in Boston (1690)
Thomas Paine’s Common Sense

Newspapers play a key role in national development

Portraits and Pamphlets: Franklin in Paris

Franklin’s European experience
Franklin’s image at the court of Louis XVI
Franklin’s printing press

Diplomatic success

Timeline 1783

¥ Daily newspapers include different political views

Cartoons & Caricature: Diplomacy, Politics, and News

Political opinions of newly independent Americans

George Washington’s presidency

Thomas Jefferson and James Madison support France

John Adams and Alexander Hamilton support Great Britain
Washington’s Farewell Address

American diplomacy sparks a newspaper war

Alien and Sedition Acts

Timeline 1811

Speed becomes a factor in news gathering

Telegraph is invented; it speeds communication

Civil War newspapers include photographs
Transatlantic cable connects the U.S. and Europe
Abraham Lincoln controls telegraph during the Civil War
Typewriter and telephone invented (1876)

Hearst and Pulitzer compete for readers

SRR =R S

Newspapers cost one cent
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“Remember the Maine!” Moving Pictures and the Yellow Press

Cuba’s guerrilla war for independence from Spain

Cuban exiles launch the first effective P.R. campaign in the United State
President William McKinley opposes war

Theodore Roosevelt supports war

Journalists and publishers agitate for war

Battleship Maine blows up in Havana harbor

Motion pictures (1898) intensify the public’s experience of the war

IEREEEE

Timeline 1914

Invention of wireless radio and newsreels

Pathé Company offers daily newsreels
American public opinion and neutrality

President Wilson creates the Committee on Public Information
Role of propaganda in war
Radio broadcasters, Edward R. Murrow, and WWII
President Roosevelt creates the Office of War Information

The Truth Will Set Them Free:

Cold War Diplomacy & Propaganda

NEEREE

The Soviet Union imposes communism on most of Eastern Europe
“Iron Curtain” shuts out news reports

Diplomat George Kennan and containment

Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty

Soviet intimidation of Western journalists

Communist regimes block Radio Free Europe

Mikhail Gorbachev notes the effectiveness of information diplomacy
Americans turn to TV for Cold War news

Department of State organizes the Division of News

ESERDERED

Timeline 1964

Y Sacellites relay live photos from the United States to Europe
¥ Portable cameras show Americans the Vietnam war
J&  President Johnson complains about war coverage
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ESERDERSD

IREERED

Timeline 1969

EY Wartime research leads to computer science advances
¥ ARPANET is invented

J& Reporters use computers to report news

EY  Apple invents the first computer for home use (1976)

Diplomacy Live! Oil, Hostages and Iran

Americans turn their attention to the Middle East

1970s: dramatic increase in oil prices

U.S. Embassy in Iran stormed; diplomats are taken hostage

Diplomats slowly negotiate the release of hostages

Media coverage plays up American weakness

New satellite television network (CNN) begins 24-hour news coverage
Saddam Hussein invades Kuwait (1990)

Diplomats send messages to each other via live television

Television provides instant coverage of the Gulf War

Timeline 1990

E¥  World Wide Web gains public users
¥ Yahoo and Google are invented to search web resources
& The Internet becomes a major source of news

Dateline Yesterday: News and Diplomacy 24/7

Global satellite networks cover the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks
Arab world draws negative conclusions about the U.S.

The United States criticizes the Arab satellite network, Al-Jazeera
Al-Jazeera gains credibility and a large audience

U.S. Government opens Al-Hurra, Radio Sawa, and Radio Farda
Satellites change societies around the world—including in the U.S.
Conclusion #
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DVD Script

TODAY IN WASHINGTON: The Media and Di}ylammcy

Portraits and
Pamphlets: Franklin
in Paris

Narrator:

The relationship between the news media and American
diplomacy is complex. People depend on journalists to report
news from around the world. Government leaders rely on the
media to explain their positions to the public. Newspapers,
television, radio, and the Internet all contribute to our
knowledge of the world. But does media coverage influence how
we react to world events—or how governments conduct foreign
policy?

Opening Title

Some people say that image is everything and the camera never
lies. How we see events helps determine what we feel about
them. That’s especially true for the world beyond our borders,
because many of us only experience the world second-hand—
through the news media. And that link dates back to the colonial
era, when the first newspapers were printed in Boston.

Early papers reported the arrival of ships from Europe and
reprinted the news those ships were carrying. Colonial
newspapers stayed far away from controversy, because they
could be shut down by the government.

Private citizens sometimes published their opinions in small
pamphlets to try to influence the public. Thomas Paine’s Common
Sense was the most famous example of a political pamphlet.
Common Sense was very influential and made a powerful case for
independence, because it was written in language that ordinary
citizens could understand.

Newspapers played a key role in America’s national development.
In 1776, the Declaration of Independence was printed in 20
newspapers less than one month after it was signed.

To win their freedom, the Americans needed allies and money.
Diplomacy was the key, and there was only one man in North
America with enough diplomatic experience to do the job:
Benjamin Franklin—the most influential newspaper publisher in
North America.

From the moment he set out for France, Franklin knew he
would need both his diplomatic and his communication skills
to succeed. Franklin knew that how he communicated with the
court of Louis XVI would be just as important as what he said.

Franklin was already well-known in Europe as a philosopher

G 6 0O 06 0O @ 6 @ ® © © © TheMedin and Diplomacy
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Timeline
1783

Cartoons &
Caricature:
Diplomacy, Politics,
and News

and scientist. He had also represented several colonies before the
British Government. Franklin was cultured and sophisticated,
and had lived in London for 14 years in the style of a wealthy,

18" century gentleman. No gentleman would be seen in

society without a powdered wig, and that is how Franklin was
portrayed.

But when Franklin sailed for France in 1776, he chose a very
different image. The French court was lavish, but Franklin wore
plain clothes—and no wig. The French were charmed by his
simple, rustic ways. And the busy diplomat made sure that image
was spread widely by sitting for dozens of portraits.

The French especially loved images of Franklin in a fur cap, and
gave them to each other as presents.

Franklin used his popularity to promote the American cause—
and neutralize British propaganda. He bought a printing press
and translated key American documents.

Franklin’s tactics and diplomacy prevailed. The French signed

a treaty of alliance and provided enough additional money and
manpower to help win American independence. Franklin’s image
prevailed, too, and even British cartoonists showed the successful
diplomat in a coonskin cap.

A growing country meant a growing demand for news.
Newspapers were printed daily, and they did more than just
report facts. They promoted different points of view. In large
cities, by the 1790s, there were enough readers to support more
than one newspaper—and more than one opinion.

Americans were proud of their independence—and of their
enlightened Constitution. When George Washington became
President, some thought diplomatic and political conflict was
over. Many believed that patriotic Americans would always
agree about our old ally, France, and our old enemy, England.

But by the 1790s, many prominent Americans had been to Europe,
and that changed their perceptions. Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison supported France and respected the French for helping
America win its independence at great cost to France. After

the French launched their own revolution in 1789, Jefferson and
Madison welcomed the change in government.

John Adams and Alexander Hamilton felt differently. They
thought trade with England was more important than gratitude
toward France—especially after the execution of King Louis XVI
in 1793. France seemed dangerously out of control. President
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Washington was so worried about the growing split in opinion
that in his Farewell Address, he warned against the divisions
that European alliances might cause within the United States.
Washington wanted all Americans to get the message, so he
delivered it through newspapers.

In 1796, John Adams became our second president. Jefferson and
Madison thought Adams wanted war with France. Secretary

of State Timothy Pickering believed the French were trying to
undermine the United States. Supporters of both sides used
newspapers to argue about foreign policy—and to smear their
opponents.

The attacks were so vicious that Congressional supporters of
John Adams passed the Alien and Sedition Acts to strengthen
the President’s pro-British foreign policy—and to end political
criticism from publishers who held pro-French views. The Acts
targeted newspaper editors who supported the French. This was
adirect attack on freedom of speech and of the press.

Many Americans saw this as unfair and decided that a free press
was important. They agreed with Thomas Jefferson, who once
wrote that if he could choose between a government without
newspapers and newspapers without a government, he would
prefer the latter. The Alien and Sedition Acts expired in 1801—
the same year Jefferson became president.

When newspapers started to compete for readers, speed became
important. In 1811, Samuel Topliff scooped his competitors

and got the freshest news from Europe by rowing his boat into
Boston harbor to meet incoming ships.

Timeline
1811

Reporters also used fast horses to carry dispatches until the
1840s, when the new telegraph sent war news from Mexico.
Newspaper editors were the first to know that the United States
had won. They told the President.

During the Civil War, newspapers included photographs for

the first time, and news could travel to Europe within hours via
the new transatlantic cable connecting the United States and
Great Britain. President Abraham Lincoln feared that newspaper
stories about Union losses might persuade the British to abandon
neutrality and support the Confederacy, so he put all telegraph
lines under Federal control.

In 1876, the typewriter and the telephone made the news even
timelier. And by the 1890s, technical advances made it possible
to print more newspapers more cheaply. In New York City,
publishers like William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer
competed for readers by lowering prices until newspapers cost
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“Remember the
Maine!”
Moving Pictures &
the Yellow Press

Map

Timeline
1914

just one cent. Publishers had to sell a lot of papers to make
money, so they were always on the lookout for an exciting story
with lots of human interest. They found it in Cuba.

Cuba was Spain’s last colony in the Western Hemisphere.

In 1895, Cuban rebels launched a guerrilla war for independence.
Cuban exiles in New York began the first really effective public
relations campaign to influence American public opinion. Every
day the Cubans and their supporters spread stories of Spanish
cruelty and violence. Some of them were even true. Reporters
like Richard Harding Davis, desperate for a story, went to Cuba.
Many Americans were convinced that war with Spain was the
answer.

But President William McKinley didn’t want war. McKinley
believed the Spanish were trying to resolve the situation.
Secretary of State John Sherman resigned rather than push for
war. But younger politicians, like Assistant Secretary of the Navy
Theodore Roosevelt, thought war would benefit both the United
States and the Cubans. Journalists pushed even harder. When
one reporter told Hearst that there was no war going on in Cuba,
he reportedly replied, “You furnish the pictures and I'll furnish
the war.” And when the U.S. battleship Maine mysteriously blew
up in Havana harbor, President McKinley reluctantly declared
war on Spain.

The Spanish-American War lasted just four months. But people
experienced this war more vividly than any other foreign conflict
because Americans now had a front row seat. In 1898, a new
invention, the motion picture, made the war come to life, even if
some of the war’s most dramatic scenes were re-enacted on a set
in New Jersey. Spain’s defeat ensured McKinley’s re-election—
and made the reputation of his new Vice President, Theodore
Roosevelt.

Reporters and cameramen didn’t cause the Spanish-American
War, but they did shape public opinion. And that made it easier
for politicians to steer the country in the direction that political
leaders like Roosevelt had already chosen.

In the early 20" century, the wireless radio brought the voices
of presidents and kings into our homes, and newsreels showed
Americans the world. By 1914, the Pathé Company offered
motion picture theaters a daily newsreel service, and later joined
William Randolph Hearst to distribute newsreels to local
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The Truth Will Set

Them Free: Cold

War Diplomacy &
Propaganda

theaters. Each major motion picture company soon had its own
newsreel division.

When World War I broke out in Europe, Americans could not
agree on which side to support, and most wanted to remain
neutral. News reports of German atrocities shocked Americans.
President Woodrow Wilson believed that world peace depended
on an Allied victory. To mobilize public support for the war—
and for the Allies—Wilson created the Committee on Public
Information, an official propaganda agency.

Propaganda has always played a role in war. All nations use the
media to send messages; governments try to persuade others to
join their cause. They want to build morale at home—and they
need to undermine enemy morale.

Before the United States entered World War II, radio
broadcasters like Edward R. Murrow brought the sounds of
war to American listeners. President Franklin D. Roosevelt was
convinced that an Allied victory was necessary. He created the
Office of War Information to reach Americans through motion
pictures, print, and radio broadcasts. But the Cold War, which
followed, was a different kind of war, and propaganda played a
different role.

After World War II, the Soviet Union imposed communist
regimes on most of Eastern Europe. The “Iron Curtain” shut off
all outside news.

The United States believed that communism would spread

to Western Europe if the Soviets weren't stopped. American
diplomat George Kennan proposed a diplomatic strategy known
as containment—and broadcasting had a major role to play. The
first step would be to send news behind the “Iron Curtain.”

In 1950, Americans did just that.

Ronald Reagan:

“My name is Ronald Reagan. Last year, the contributions of 16
millions Americans to the Crusade for Freedom made possible
this 135,000-watt Radio Free Europe transmitter in western
Germany...”

Narrator:

Radio Free Europe began broadcasting its message directly to
the nations of Eastern Europe, and later Radio Liberty beamed
its message directly to the Soviet Union. Their mission was
unique, because Radio Free Europe reported on events inside the
communist bloc. And Eastern Europeans considered it much

G 6 0O 06 0O @ 6 @ ® © © © TheMedin and Diplomacy
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Timeline
1964

Timeline
1969

more accurate than the official communist news agencies.

The Soviets and their allies retaliated by intimidating Western
journalists because they believed that Western journalists were
spies. Throughout the Cold War, Western newspaper and
television reporters were harassed, sometimes jailed, and often
thrown out of communist countries.

Even though most Radio Free Europe broadcasts were blocked
electronically, or jammed, the program was a success because
Eastern Europeans knew the communists were trying to keep
information out. In 1988, Mikhail Gorbachev, the last leader of
the Soviet Union, finally stopped the jamming. Russian leaders
acknowledged the important role of information diplomacy.

Americans felt threatened by the Cold War and they turned to
anew medium—television—for international news. Television
networks began nightly news broadcasts during the 1950s, and
sent journalists around the world to cover stories. In 1953, the
Department of State organized the Division of News to answer
press questions. Diplomats began to understand that reporters
needed better access to policy makers, even when it created
complications for diplomacy.

During the 1960s, satellites relayed live television pictures from
the United States to Europe. New, portable cameras moved from
television studios to city streets—and to the jungles of Vietnam.
Now Americans could see the reality of war in their own living
rooms.

And what they saw shocked them.

Morley Safer:

“..the old and the very young, there’s no young people at all.”

Narrator:

President Lyndon Johnson even called news anchors and
network presidents to complain when their news stories
suggested that the war couldn’t be won. When popular CBS
anchorman Walter Cronkite told his viewers that the war
had reached a stalemate, Johnson observed, “If 've lost Walter
Cronkite, I've lost America.”

Department of Defense research during the Cold War and the
Vietnam war led to breakthroughs in the new field of computer
science. By 1969, computers were able to communicate through
ARPANET, the ancestor of today’s Internet. Computers were
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also getting smaller, and reporters began to use them to report
news in the 1970s. In 1976, Apple© introduced the first personal
computer for home use.

Although the Cold War wouldn’t end for another 10 years,
Americans turned their attention from Europe to the Middle
East. And what they saw on television would profoundly change
America—and American foreign policy.

Many Americans never thought much about the Persian Gulf
until gas prices rose dramatically in the early 1970s. Many
didn’t think about it again until Iranian militants overthrew
the country’s leader, the Shah, seized the American Embassy in
Tehran, and held U.S. diplomats hostage.

Americans were horrified and wanted to know as much as
possible about the crisis. New programs, like ABC’s Nightline,
were created in part to fill that need. The Department of State
began to televise its daily press briefing. Every night, anchormen
counted the days of the crisis.

Diplomats negotiated to set the hostages free, but it took a lot of
time. Since there was little public progress to report, President
Jimmy Carter appeared helpless. Diplomacy was successful, and
the hostages were released after 444 days, but many Americans
believed that their country looked weak. The image created by
the media influenced public opinion about the events.

Americans now wanted more news, faster, in times of crisis. In
1980, a new television network, CNN, broadcast news around
the clock. After Saddam Hussein’s army invaded Kuwait in
1990, American and Iraqi officials even used live television to
send messages to each other. Diplomats didn’t have much time
to reflect before reacting. Some critics believed news coverage
harmed diplomacy. And when the bombs started falling, CNN
correspondents in Baghdad instantly sent pictures around the
world.

In 1990, a new communications system, called the World Wide
Web, started to gain public users. Just four years later, new
programs like Yahoo, and later Google, searched and organized
the web’s vast resources. The Internet soon became a major
source for news.

September 11™, 2001. After terrorists attacked the United States,
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people all over the world saw the news within minutes. Dozens
of new satellite networks offered opinions on world affairs before
diplomats could act.

Karen Hughes:

“We would wake up in Washington, and that Taliban
ambassador who fled to Islamabad was having news conferences
every morning accusing us of terrible things that...played across
the world—across the Arab world—as we slept, and often, when
we woke up, the impressions of wrong things were cemented in
people’s minds already.”

Narrator:

Tensions in Afghanistan and Iraq grew, and the United States
was especially critical of one international news network—the
Arabic channel Al-Jazeera.

Richard Boucher:

“We would have to question why a network would air this kind
of inflammatory rhetoric. It’s a series of threats, it’s a series of
diatribes, it’s a series of calls for people to commit horrible acts
against innocent people. And to that extent, airing this tape is
irresponsible.”

Narrator:

Al-Jazeera was the first news organization in the Middle East to
operate independently of government control, and many Muslim
viewers believed that it was more reliable than other news
sources. Diplomats knew that Al-Jazeera’s 50 million viewers
would play a key role in forming public opinion in the Middle
East, and senior government officials often appeared on the
network to explain issues.

Karen Hughes:

“If the United States does not act aggressively to define itself, the
extremists will gladly do the job for us.”

Narrator:

The United States wanted to open its own direct lines of
communication to the Muslim world.

Condoleezza Rice:

“The free flow of ideas and information is literally the lifeline
of liberty...We see the growth of a free media as an important
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indicator of whether or not a country is a vibrant democracy,
and whether it’s willing and ready to embrace the challenges and
changes ahead of it.”

Narrator:

In 2003, the U.S. Government launched Al-Hurra, Radio Sawa,
and Radio Farda, to bring news in Arabic and Farsi to the Middle
East, just like Radio Free Europe did during the Cold War.
American leaders hoped that more information would again
change the world.

Colin Powell:

“Anywhere in the world that you can get a satellite dish that
can look up at the right angle, you have changed that part of the
world..”

Narrator:

And that is true within the United States as well. Diplomatic
relations depend, in part, on the opinions the citizens of one
country hold about the citizens of another.

Condoleezza Rice:

“We have to value the role of press in our democracy. An
informed American public is absolutely crucial to sustaining an
American foreign policy that is effective.”

Narrator:

Throughout much of our history, diplomats had access to more
information than the average citizen. But today, the media
makes virtually the same information available to everyone. We
can now use that information to make choices for ourselves and

our country. We can all help shape the future of diplomacy. #
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DVD Activities

Guided Listening and Reading Activity

Note: Active listening or reading, coupled with oral and written instructional strategies, can have a positive
impact on learning. The process of active listening or reading must be practiced, in order to develop skill in
retaining information and ideas that are heard or read. This can be enhanced through quided activities.

A teacher can quide listening and reading by selecting specific names, terms, events, or concepts that appear
in source materials. Students can use these to %cus on information and ideas that the teacher identifies as im-
portant for them to know and understand. The content selected can be 3 springboard for subsequent instruc-
tional and assessment activities.

Two resources included in the instructional packet can support quided listening and reading. They are the
DVD Script, which is a complete record of the DVD narration, and the Glossary of names and terms used in the
DVD. One section of the Glossary includes definitions of terms related to government, foreign affairs, and di-
plomacy. The other section lists locations, historical and contemporary figures, historical terms and events, and
other terms related to the topic of the DVD.

By using the DVD Script and the Glossary, a teacher can develop pre-video activities, pre- or post-video as-
sessments, or active listening or reading assignments for the students to use while viewing the video or reading
the DVD Script.

Standard: The Standard supported will depend on the content selected for the activity.
Grade Level: 7-12
Objectives: The student will:

# Develop listening and recognition skills
# Build vocabulary with names and terms related to the video content

rd Identify key locations, people, events, policies, and advances in technology
presented in the video

# Relate key names and terms to each other and to a larger context

Time: Variable
Materials: DVD Script
Glossary
DVD
Procedures: The glossary identifies vocabulary necessary for understanding the events and con-

cepts on the DVD. The entire DVD or any portion of it can be selected for a guided
listening and reading activity.

Review the Glossary to select locations, people, events, groups, policies, or
advances in technology for a particular guided activity.

Optional: Review the DVD Script to select other vocabulary to include in a
particular quided activity.
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DVD Activities
Guided Listening and Reading Activity

Using the DVD Script and Glossary, prepare a response sheet that lists the
names or terms for a particular guided activity.

™

¥ Place the names or terms in the same order as they appear in the video.

Leave sufficient space for students to write a definition or description,
or to make notes about each name or term.

Convey to the students the purpose of the guided activity and provide them
with the directions they are to follow.

Show the video or have the students read the DVD Script and direct them to
complete the guided activity response sheet.

H

Note: More than one guided activity can be prepared, with each one having
a different focus.

Extension Activities:

Implement the basic lesson procedures, but supplement with these modifica-
tions.

&

B Before watching the DVD or reading the DVD Script, have students
identify, either orally or in writing, what they know about each of the
glossary names or terms that have been selected for the activity. Make
notes about what they report.

|- After viewing the video or reading the DVD Script, have students
respond again, and compare the two responses.

B Ask students to describe, either orally or in writing, how their knowl-
edge or understanding of a particular glossary name or term changed
after viewing the DVD or reading the DVD Script. Have them offer
reasons for the change.

Implement the basic lesson procedures, but supplement with these modifica-

tions.

B Prepare more than one list, using different glossary names or terms to
establish a distinct focus for each list. Distribute the lists to students
in a way that will allow for groups to be formed.

b After viewing the video or reading the DVD Script, form groups that
include either students with the same glossary list or students with a
number of different lists.

| < § Have students in each group present and discuss their responses to all
of the names or terms on their lists. Ask the groups to arrive at a com-
mon response for each one.
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DVD Activities

Guided Listening and Reading Activity

E

B

Have each group present their responses to the class. Through class
discussion, arrive at a common description or definition for each name
or term.

Write down the common descriptions or definitions and make them
available to the students. Use them with future instructional and as-
sessment activities.

Implement the basic lesson procedures, but supplement with these modifica-

tions.

B
B

| c
4]

Select a number of Glossary names or terms, and write one or more
open-ended questions for each one.

Prepare a response sheet listing the names or terms and questions in
the same order as they appear in the DVD Script. Leave sufficient space
for students to respond to each question, or have them record respons-
es in a notebook.

Distribute the response sheets to all students, or assign each student
specific names or terms and questions.

After viewing the video or reading the DVD Script, have students
present their responses either in small groups, class discussion, or in
written reports.

Implement the basic lesson procedures, but supplement with these modifica-

tions.

2 @ =2 BED

Select a number of Glossary names or terms. For each set of two or
more, write a compare/contrast or cause/effect question.

Distribute the names or terms and the questions to students in a way
that will allow for groups to be formed.

After viewing the video or reading the DVD Script, form groups that
include either students with the same names or terms and questions, or
students with different names or terms and questions.

Have students in each group present, compare, and discuss their indi-
vidual responses. Ask the groups to arrive at a common response for
each question.

Have each group present to the class its response for each question.
Through class discussion, arrive at a common response for each ques-
tion.

Write down the common responses and make them available to

the students. Use them with future instructional and assessment
activities. #
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DVD Activities

General Knowledge Assessment

Note: This activity may be used either as 3 way to assess general knowledge of U.S. diplomacy and media, or as
an active listening worksheet. Select questions as is deemed necessary by time and class profile.

Fill in the blanks

The communication tools of , , ,and
all contribute to our knowledge of the world.

Technology first played a key role in the era in news coverage for
Americans.

In 1690, the first colonial newspaper was printed in

A famous political pamphlet was Thomas Paine’s “

Less than one month after it was signed in 1776, the
was printed in 20 newspapers.

In 1776, was the most influential newspaper publisher
in North America.

were printed daily by 1783.

President Washington had his printed in newspapers
because he wanted all Americans to get the message.

became our second President.

Until 1840, reporters used fast to carry dispatches.

During the Civil War, newspapers included for the first time.

In 1858, news arrived from Europe via the

In 1876, the and made news even timelier.

Two famous New York City newspaper publishers,

and , competed for readers by lowering prices.
In 1898, a new invention, the , made war come to life.
The Pathé Company offered to movie theaters.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Office of
to reach Americans through motion pictures, print, and radio broadcasts.

SEE HEREEM ¢ N [ LHl 8
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DVD Activities

General Knowledge Assessment

In 1947 the « ” shut off outside news from Eastern Fu-

rope.

The first step for broadcasting in the diplomatic strategy known as
was to report on events inside the communist bloc.

Mikhail Gorbachev was the last leader of the

Newspapers, television, radio, and the Internet all contribute to our society’s
knowledge of the world. Explain how one or more of these media outlets affects
you, your family, and your friends.

Benjamin Franklin chose to wear simple clothes and a fur cap while on his diplo-

matic mission to France. Why would this have been effective in dealing with the

French court?
Extension Activity
@ Individual Project: Newspaper headlines are meant to grab a reader’s attention.

Some of the most memorable headlines, such as “Moon Landing;” “President Ken-
nedy Dead;” “Titanic Sinks, 1500 Die;” and “Pear] Harbor Attacked” evoke emo-
tion. Check local newspaper archives to find one such headline that had an impact
locally, nationally, or worldwide. Ask several family members what emotions they
felt during the incident or event.

Group Project—Intergenerational: Students research headlines within the past
30 to 50 years. The students then seek members of the community or relatives
who have recollections of the events to participate in panel discussions focused
on each particular headline. Each group formulates questions with respect to the
particular headlines. Make a video tape of the discussions if possible. Then make
copies and place them in school and local libraries, donate a copy to the local or
state historical society, and send one to the nearest public access television cha