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What is FRUS?
• Foreign Relations of the 

United States series

• Official documentary 
historical record of major 
United States foreign 
policy decisions

• 1861 to Present

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidency_of_Abraham_Lincoln
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


What is Included in FRUS?

U.S. Government: Executive Branch

White House

National Security Council

Intelligence Community

Department of State

Department of Defense

Departments and Agencies, including:

Archival Repositories

Presidential Libraries

Federal Records Centers

National Archives 
and Records Administration

Foreign Relations of the 
United States Series



What is Required of FRUS?
Public Law 102–138, Section 401:

☑ Necessity for a “thorough, accurate, and reliable 
documentary record”

☑ Includes all records required for comprehensive 
documentation

☑ Editing guided by principles of historical 
objectivity and accuracy

☑ All deletions and excisions indicated

☑ 30-year publication timeline



Why is FRUS 
Important?

Enabling 
Democracy

Transparency

Accountability

Trust

Citizen 
Participation

Informed 
Decision-Maki

ng

Good 
Governance



Enabling Democracy



Enabling Democracy
Showcase Democracy on the World 

Stage

• Demonstrate the Benefits of Democracy
• Accountability and Fairness

• Role of the Constitution

• Our Values of “Life, Liberty, and the 
Pursuit of Happiness”

• Highlight Flaws of Dictatorships, 
Autocracies, and Communism

• Show how U.S. strives to form “A More 
Perfect Union”

• Learn from the Past by studying the Past



Public Diplomacy and Declassification



Why is FRUS 
Important?

Supporting 
U.S. National 

Security

Informed 
Decision-Maki

ng

Improved 
Assessments

Public 
Diplomacy

Showcasing 
Democratic 
Traditions

Increased 
Understanding 
of U.S. Policies

Countering 
Disinformation



Supporting U.S. National Security



Supporting U.S. National Security



Supporting U.S. National Security



What Can FRUS Offer You?

Foreign Relations of the
United States Series

Over 550 volumes
✔ Downloadable

Over 300,000 records
✔ Searchable
✔ Sortable



What’s Next for FRUS?



What’s the Future of FRUS?

MODERNIZATION
Improving Pace of Publication Enhancing Discoverability

Using Advanced Technologies Adopting New Strategies and Processes



THANK YOU

JOHN POWERS
Director of the Declassification Coordination, Publishing, and Digital Initiatives Division
Office of the Historian, U.S. Department of State


