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October 26, lD76 

Limitations on the Inclusion in the Foreign Relations 
manuscripts of British. and other foreign-originated-
documents 

Over the past several years the experience. of this 
Office with resect to the clearance for publication 
by the P.ritin'A Foreign Office of texts of British-ori-
ginated documents has- 1.een unifornly disappointing. 
(3neral1y spea%ing the Foreign Office has been unwilling 
to concur in the publication in our Foreicn Pelaticns. 
series of any Pritish document. nave TOr7EE7itain 
innocuous, higii-level, courtesy correspondence. Some 
groater succ 	has been experienced in securing 
Britih concurrence to the publication of nultilateral 
documents. 

In a communication of September 20 of thin year 
to the Em.15nsny in London (a copy of which is attacheq), 
th Foreign Office has again reiterated its disincli-
nation to acTree to t'fle plthlication of British documents 
in the rcreign Relations series. 

In view of the continuing unlikelihood of roreign 
Office cooperation in the matter of clearance of British 
(locumnts, we rust more consciously design our selections 
of documents for -t7. 	series with an eye to avoiding 
the inclusion of British-originated documents except 
those which.ar2pear to be abolutely critically important. 
We pro.1::hbly gas continue to seek to print those of a 
nulti-lateral nature which we might reasonably expect 
to be cleared. 

The experience with t:ne Foreign Office is by no 
means unique. The self-denying ordinance applied to 
British documents.  should probably also be applied to 
the documents of other friendly governm2nts. 
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