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CENTRAL lNTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
EO 13526 3.5(c)980 

WASHINGTON. O .C . 20505 

Mr . D:ivid F. 'frets k 
111e 1-li!>torian 

· Of:f ice of the I listor :L;;ui, 
Bureau of Public f\ffai.rs 
1JepartJ:1cnt of State 
\"!ashington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Trask: 

.Si\ l , :n oo 

This is in r e:;ponsc to your Ice.er of 

2 8 JUL 1980 

Department of State, A/GIS/IPS/SRP 
ChM~~ . 
'b6 Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny ( ) Decla.~s1fy 
Exemptions b ( ) ( ) E.O. 13526 25x ( )( ){ ) 
Oeclassity after ---l--H-----1r­
vilith concurrence of· 
-----1-mr-r-raine 

:\11en concern.ins om poLc:ies with r espect t ::• class ification decisions 
made on Tikl t:eriaJ requested frJr publicat i on _in the Fordr,n ReJation'.-; r,f 
_!:lie lJ11ited Sto.tes (t:HUSj scd e'.;. I a1jcl ·J1) ze fnr tFic-aelay]n re~;pona·­
i ng !·: :it I hasten to point out th~!"t: it i s ini::wnbent upon all of us to 
insure the full exploration cf rnatte :cs s uch a~; these befon: rr.aking 
decis ions th~ eff ect of ·1-.•liich m:i ght have long lasting and unforeseen 
repercussion:.. Thus, you can lie assi;red that this resp0w::e is hdng 
made only aft er lengthy, in-depth discu!::s .iun~ hen: at CIA. 

:; a l so K::u1t to ;:~ssure you that 1</e cons ider the FRUS series extremely 
important and J1ave ::i.nci •,._• j_JJ coopern t e 1-:i th the Department of Str.~te in i·ts 
puhhca cion to tJ-1 ~' fuJ Jp·,_t extE:nt po ~;_<;:i . ble c:c-in :: _i :~ tent 11• i \:! ; the r~sp· .. ns i -
bi.l ~_ t !: _ · :; Lo pru.c~: t i11tc:i"11i•.c11c.:: source: :-; , 111t ~ U1CJ<.b and act.~v .i t i. es le-.~ied 
upon t }1e Direct:o:r of Ccntrnl Int81lig1.~11ce by statute, Executive order a."'Jd 
ot!1cr cli.rect :i.vcs . 

At the outset, 1 want to state that i n 0rder to he able to freely 
contribute to FRUS) all final decisions with respect to the decl2.~;sl:fi ­
cation or the com:tnuec.1 c1assific:1tion of infonnation concernint-'. CV\ and 
i ts actlvii.je~, 1vh:::ther :.:rmt;;1 jned i _n CV\ n_r:igir.ated doctunent5 01; docu­
ments of other Government: departments and agencic_:-;, Jliust be 111ade hr 
officials of this i\gency who -have been delegated 
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Si.1ch autho :j~ty by t he 
Director of Cent:ra.l TnteJl:i gencc. The intelligence business is unique 
anJ such decisions can onJy be made~ jf we are to avoic1 cl::irnage to national 
~;ccurity , by persons fo J Ly knrnd.edgeable o{ c;_ll rc.levant fac~s in <!ny 
p_j V(.~ll instrnce. \Ve: will of -:ourse be wiJling to discuss the :reasoning 
bch :i11J :m1· of our decj s ·i.ons 1·;hich you. arc not happy with, b~t the final 
decis!.011 mu~t he based on 1\'hat we frel is necessary to fuJf:i 11 our­
responsibiht.ies . Thi s rationale is :reco!;n:iwcl in la\\' and especially 
throughout Executive Order 12065, particuJar1y Section 3 thereof. Your 
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I laving sn:id tl.1e above, I ~.rant 11ow to 5tate our views regarding the 
points you raise in your Jetter. We are m·:are of the rnandate<l role of 
the FRUS and its -Lmporta.ncc as the official history of United States 

"' for.:!ign policy. it is this role ho1vever whicit causes us particular 
concC'rn since an)'thing appca1·fog in the Fr<lJS is official Executive 
clisclo~;ure of l ln:i tcd States Go\··ernment inforrncition. />..~ such, it leaves 
no doubt as to . its ve:~:ac:i.ty. lfonc:.e, we must be extremely careful that 
infonnation regardi ng: Cl/\ appearing thcrej r. Jl01: he suc:1 as to damage the 
national ~;ecuri ty of the Uni L~cl States. .L\s poj_nted out in Yot!r letter, 
infonn:-ttion 1nar become deser..~;i ti zed with the passage of time. l'.'h .~le . that 
propo~;it.ion may often be V.'.lhcl, i t is :nuch less so in the c;:15e of infor­
mation concerning inteUigence <:;gencies· iu-1d thei_r activities . Individuab 
may serve as intt:J.Jjg(:ncc sources far many years . 'I11ey have the right to 
e;;:pect that their clandestine relationship w:i th the United States Govern­
ment ~dJJ not redound against them or the~ r families. The pe:-iod of 
potc:1tial r::'percussion will normally la:.; t many years heyo11cl their active 
association \vi th t).Je inte:Lli . gen·~e process. The premature r::·lease of 
:informati(.m regarding intelligen'.: e sources creates the :impression that 
such '.;ources \vill not be protected r,nd d·?.ters others from serving in an 
inteJligence capac:i tr. Irideed. changes in the world si~uat :i.on over time 
l!l;ry J11 fact :i.ncrcuse the degree of dCJrnage ···ihicli could !Jc, clone even when 
:,!l] of the actors ltm·c J.o.nf. since c'l=paTted the scene. 

\\'e C:ln:1ot accr''pt y.:.1.:·; · po :~j t:i on t kn· ::i nv :.1i:f.:rn11at: O:l :1 l re;i1.h· i n th e 
pub .lie durna :i..n lt<b fost .its sensit j v:ity cu1C.f-that. its om:ic;sion from the 
s cr ics wotild wc<J.ken tJ1C credibili tv thereof. Such matters must be 
cxpJorcd on a ca::;e-hy-c11sc . basb. ·' !lu\ve;vcr, wil. -.: ss information in the 
pubJ ic doma i n h::is b(~cn placed. there through official release, as a 
gener al ru_k 1ve \d.11 not penuit its :-e-relcase based on that principle 
a1on8. To clo ~.;o 1vnuJcl be to recogniz.c the \'alicl:ity of everything that 
;1as been pub] ished :·c:garciing the . intel.ligencc process over ::he years 
\1'iiel.hcr rig)1t or l'.'l.'Ong, scns :i tj ve or not· , ;md 1'1c s impJ y cannot take this 
position . 

Fim1lly, l'.'ith rc:>pect to your pcnultim~1tc p<.tragrc1ph , we c::mnot 
:.icccpt your interpretation of the me~ming of ''inteJ 1 igcnce sources and 
111cthod:;." Your :; tatcrncnt th;:it the location of Agency facili tie~~, 
gcnend Agen,cy activ i tics, foreign 1 iaison refatL:m;;h.ips and intelligence 
reports a.re not inclu<lecl under -the tenn "i:ntell:i.gcncc sources and rnethocls 11 

is so narrow that 1vcre i.t true 1ve would be unabJ.e under our charter t·J 
protect a vast urea that is vital to our ob ·icctive~ and wi.thottt whi.ch we 
vJ6uJd be n~;1dcrcd useless .to a [!reat extent: .Even if we cou1cl acc<'pt 
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your i::1terpretation, the final sentence of thar paragraph sets forth 
additional reasons which would justify the withholding of the kind of 
infonnation mentioned in the paragraph. And the decision as to whether 
jdcntifiable damage may result from any particular release can only be 
ma<le hy officers of . this Agency authorized to <lo so basecl on 1.1101·11edge 
of the damage that wouJ<l occur as t:I result of such release. 

l will be happy to discuss this matter with you further. If you 
:~o clesi re , let rne know ;-md I will ::irrangt to meet with you at your 
mnvenience . 

cc: 

Sincerely, 

js} Thomas H. White 

Thomas H. Vfoi te 
Chief, Infonnat].on Senrices Staff 

Directorate of Achninistra:ion I 
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