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L mﬂﬁc Donald M. Praser
Chajirman, Suboommittee on
' Internintional Organization

Dear Mr. Chairman:

ﬂmm ..?katm to the Searetary of July 19,
iving about the Departwent's position on the
: ram for m Uaim uutim' ﬂoem for

ment has supported the idea of dedicating
coning decade te the fight against racial
ﬂimMm, ‘»en, and we believe that the inauguration
canber 10, 1973 will be an
.’mh and ﬁtttnq ooumenoration of the twenty-~
versary of the adoption and proclamation
rersal Declaration of Human Rights.

!!&h

The anawers to your spscific guestions follow:

1. As I Bave indicated, the Department supports the
matmmmmmums.mmmm
Diserimination, and the United States Representative
to this year's sesaion of the Human Rights Commission
voted in faver of the Draft Program. We expect to
support the onoge again when it is considered
by the Gmr mmzy this fall. However, ve
oncernad that at lesast soms slements of the

U re 20S

measuras to comb t m&m} ‘seen to dﬂpl!.catt ongoing
United Wations prog ams, Poxr sxampls, the Program
calls foxr the convening of a world conference on

sn and 2 series of international and
regional seminars and conferences on this subject.
In light o! the \very umﬁu consideration which

Assesbly, the smrity Couneil, the
‘onmission, and other UN organs, we felt
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T R EOOAT rr3? z i:
\uthonty N N w 0‘/ 1
NARA Date/ 2.5——-

2.

] sw.mx.y, wve feel m m new voluntary
onal funds® ia the Program would be

dubdant, siace spesial funds for these purpeses
have lm been establisbed within the UN (e.9.,
the Namibia Pund, the Trust Fand for South Afriea,
m&m& and Training Pregram for
ey on) .

2. xc is the polisy of the United States Covermment
ta lve no aid te South Africa or to the Portuguese
territories which would help Portugal maintain
1&: paiw&n in those texritoxies. This policy {s
1y consistent with the Draft Program's provision
ling for "the denial to racist regimes of any
ppox w assistance whieh will Mko M o

ricted to tlu m um, thus spee:

sluding its use in Africa. MNoreovex, we mmia

restralint in our commercial and wmnt ﬂmmg

e Tasiatation ansapbing siraverts materiss

tie is strategic ma s,

the U.5. has sdbered to the UN program of egoncmic

sanot ;qai.nt Phodesin. In Nusiibia, we recognise

the Uni Hations' jurisdiction and have taken the

ﬁaiﬁ:ﬁ of 8iscouraging any nev investment in the
rritory.,

3. Once draft program has besn fiaally approved
it is W ‘ mm itwinb.mghtvmmntm&w
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Batwun 1965 =nd 1968, the United m mwibuw
$19¢.00a to the United Nations Educationsl and Training
?rogro.;m for Southexn Africa. The Department submitted

gress requests for funds for the Program fox
fiscal years 1969 and 1976, However, the requests
wvere denied by the House riations Committes's
Subpmitm on Poreign Operat. and Related
Agencies. The Department favors resumed sontributions
to the fund, and would again ask Congress for funds
if it appeared likely the xequest would be approved.

5. | 8ince the Draft Program has not yet been finally

approved by the General Assembly, and sinoe the Program, d
se adopted, will run for a period of ten ysirs, our 1
ans for publicizing the Program are, of mtw.

still rather tentative. As specific programs m

developed and put inte practice under the aegis of

e Decade, we will make a vigorous effort to Maq

rese programs to the attention of the American mu.a.

6.  As noted above, we are concexnad that mlt .
portions of the Draft P:ogtm ealling for regionmal
conferences and seminars ., in some cases, lead to
a wasteful duplication of » fm Howevax, if it
ap 's that a program of OAS seminars or gonfarences
14 aid in combating racial discrimination in this
mim, we would, of course, fully support such a
prcfgxm.
7. In the United Hations, the United States ,
sistently supported the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Disorimination.
representative joined in the unanimous adoption
ot the Convention by the United Naticnas Gensral
Assembly on December 21, 1965, The Convention was
signed for the United States on September 28, 1966,
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Oux signature was accompanied by a statanment vhm
was considared necessary dus to the provisions of
Article 4 of the Convantimn, Article 4 would

the imposition of certain restrichions en capetsainn
and dissenination of ideas. The statement wvas an
follows:

“The Constitution of the United States
contains provisions for the protection of
individual rights, such as the right of

free speech, and nothing in the Conmvention
shall be deemed to reuguire or to authorise
legislation or othexr astion by the United
States of Amevica incompatible with the
provisions of the Constitution of the ww
States of Mmerica.”

In early 1969 this Administration undertook a :
comprehensive review of all unratified human rights
conventions, inoluding the Racial Discrimination :
Convention. It was then decided to concentrate
vwpon sesking Senate advice and consent to the
ratification of the Genocide Convention, first o
transmitted to the Senate by Prasident Truman in 1949,
To this end President Nixon, in his messags to thae o
senéat.- of February 19, 1970, urged the Senate to
sider anew the Genocide Convention and to grant
1 | advice and consent to ratification., Althowgh
the Genocids Convention has bean ryeported upon
favorably by the Senate Committee on Foreign -
Relations, it has not yet besn acted upom the
Senate. While we remain hopeful of favoxable Senate
action upon the Genocide Convention during the pressnt
segsion of the 93rd Congress, we intend %o await
the result of the Senate's consideration bafore
reviewing other human rights conventions, including
the Racial Discrimination Convention, with a view to
ponPibl‘ submiasion to the Senate. Suweh a review will,
of course, consider the substance of any mmtim
whiph might be deemad to be necessary.

8. The Department, as I noted above, is in favor a!
qivj.nq educational and humanitarian aid to the
refugees from Rhodesia, Namibia, South Africa, and
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5.

Portuguese territories. We believe, thoush,
that the UN High Commissionsr for Refugees, the UN :
mm&mmmm»:mmm«h !
¥ ?:ult Pund for South Afyiea, and the UN Fund ,
tamibia are capable of administering such
8 We tharefore do not believe it is
assary to sstablish an additional intsrnational
luntary fund to help those fighting racial
rinination and apartheid. Moreover, we are
carned that the proposed new regional funds might
nply divert resources from the recognirzed, already
funay oning special funds,

9. Hu&ar the proposed program, as originally Zorwarded
by the Subcommission on Prevention of Disorimination
and Protection of Minorities, the coordination xole
was assigned to the Foonomic and Soaial Council.
The U.8. rtg::acntattvu at this year’s session of

owrniss Human Rights spoke in favor of
aining the role of ECOSOC in this regard, nlthcugh
a (ﬁyority of the Commission supported the substitution
B asoc of & special committes to be appointed by
pneral Assembly. The idea of the spesial 1ttes
a~1uana in the Draft Program which was apg:gwua
he Commission on the understanding that
feature concerning the proposed coordinating organ
would be finally reviewad by the General Assembly.

At the General Assembly, the United States will
een-;¢ua to urge that the coordination role be
assigned to ECOBOC. Such & role appears to us

-»«xiy to fall to ECOS80C, without the need and
pense of establishing a new ial committes.
apartment would consequently not favor the
establishment of a special Denade coordinator such
as ip suggested in your question.

10.  The United States Government is fiwmly on ruunﬁd
in :n@puwting to the full the proposed United Nations
Righ Commissioner for Human Rights. We expect to
continue that support at the next session of the
United Nations General Assembly and woulﬂ be
prepared, if the tactical situation so

to 8 r approprista resolutions to ag thn
astablisiment of that post.
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6.

lieve I can ke of any further assistance
or any other matter, Pleass do not hesitate

8

sinaezoiy'yeurs,

G

Marshall Wright
Assistant Secratary for
Congressional Relations

1
i
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.Clearances:

| IO/UNP - Mr. Reis“q}n draft)
| h. IO/UNP - Mr. Stu
'. . X L/UNA - Mr. Surenamﬁn draft)

AF/RA - Mr. walkeﬂﬂzin draft)
10 r— Mr. Popper W
H - Miss Folger%

| '

-

IO/UNP :Wﬁgewitt :DADworkin:bkm
8/7/73 RS #14582 S/S #7313717
ext. | 28588
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