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8 July 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Minutes of the Meeting of the 40 Committee, 6 July 1971

PRESENT: Mr. Mitchell (Acting Chairman), Mr. Johmnson, Admiral Moorer,
and General Custiman. Mr. Kissinger and Mr. Packard were
unable to attenc. Colonel Richard Kennedy represented

Mr. Kissingerx.

Messrs. Charles A, Meyer, Wymberley Coerr, Arnold Nachmanoff,
Thomas Karamessines, and William Broe were also present.

[Omitted here is material unrelated to Bolivia. ]
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Mr. Mitchell noted that the paper

Mr, Mitcheli suggestec we could te nezd:
€

[Omitted here is material unrelated to Bolivia.]

Z, Bolivie

a political actiom progran
ime in volatile Bolivia wa

Tne White house request that
tc arrest the leitward trena
discussed in depti..

sc vou stand by in a spectator
nderdeveloped political agony
oasplte its apparent lack of

The crux of the srgument was

role as the Boliviens thrash

or do vou move tc sclidify the
leedership’

o
LJ

the country team had made

The State Depariment reserved
tmpagsador Siracusa hacd

its reply to & cablea version
carlier cppoced covert action

orincipally the MNR and
President Paz Estenssorc

nes both on active duty and
: the lcf+wdrd drift. Among the
onuiar Accembly, established 19 January
rree ze oz sort of organized leftis:

Mr. Eroe's cxpositicon traced
some of the percsonalities inv
{now in exile in Feru) and vsa
retired who might pull togeth
leading dangers is the Feople's
1971 and accepted bv Fresident
pressure grout

of the Popular Lssembly
workers chowing some

Mr. Mever noted, nocvever, that the
seemed to be bettey than c¢Xpecied.
responsible leacership.

Mr. Broe pointed out that the MSR hea no wceney; it needs seed funds tc

organize and germinsate propagsarcea. 1t 1g edmittedly a high risk operation.
La Paz is a welter o©i rumors ana sccucats

The Bolivian Communist Farty undcubtediv nes Soviet support; lack of
political action on our part certezinly icaves a vacuum.

2 coup is inevitable and asked
i¢ structure what was going to

if the propecsel was not just an
happen anyway

Mr. Broe noted that the MNR prcbably icrestalled a coup on 22 June, and it

would be better tc ceontrel or direct Irnese elements. Several precipitous
coups in the pest had disastrous efiects

Mr. Johmson: Given the history of such prchbiems, what we are actually

organizing is & coup in itself, isn't i:

cfr an extremist coup. he
ne criances of a tazke-over bv tne far left.

inguired about
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General Custhman said at least 5G/5C.

Mr. Eroe felt that the Soviets were currently more active throughout

Latin America. he cited Mexicc and Lcuedor's verv recent expulsgion of twe
Soviet divicmats. e noted thet tne tempce of Soviet activity in Bolivie
was higher than eicewnere.

ction programs

Mr. Jonnson incuired it we had ever carried out political &
supported Barrientos.

in Bolivie in the past. Mr. Lroce indicated that we had

Mr., Mever stated that we had lcaderchip then; that what we have now is an
automebile plummeting downhill; we sre looking for a drive:

cn noted that we nave just aprproved giving the militarv an aid
progrem in the amcunt of $1.000.000 (zlithough the regime has not vet been
advised,. We doubted if we had & licrse to bet on.

PP
{

Mr. Broe noted the military aid will strengthen the Armv institutionally
but mot necessarily lead to pelitical action.

ked zbout the competence of those we deal with.
Belivien context) there was scme competence

Fsienssorc would come back in., and Mr. bro

Mr. Mever reminded those present that the countrv team haa earlier vetoecd
covert action. he felt the cprosition we hope to organize was leaderless
and ineffective; it is difficult, if not impecssible., to be clandestine in
this area and he hoped we could wait until Ambascsador Siracusa has digested
the proposati

Mr. Mitchell esked how long this would take.

Mr. Mever said the reply is expected 7 or & July.

Mr. Jonmson said State would formulate ite position when the reply was im.

Mr. Mever mused that in seeking & pcpruiar base maybe the mineworkers undery
Lechin would make the most semnse.

Mr, Mitchell moted how often we hed waited and waited and then frantically

pumped money 1n at the last minutc

Mr. Mever indicated that nhe did not neve confidence in the people we would
be dealing witrn. Mr. Mitchell sc¢ked what is our altermative’

General Cusriar felt there wes nc zlt tive to organizing the opposition.

aian erna
A ccovert effort could compiement the overt aid,
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Mr., Jchnscen indicated he was unezas:

Mr, Mitchell said the alterynative was 7¢ €ir ©v end watch it all go dowr
the drairn.

Mr. Jchnson remained skeptical cil good results with marginal assets.

General Cushman said there is rnothing to ccocunt con without starting to move.

Mr. kroe: We have a chance to cet the MNK to pull tcgether for the first time.

Mr. haremessines: U.&. Geovernment packing coulc stimulate some unificatior
of MNK and military.

Admiral Moorer observed that Tcrres was not entrenched. He was unstable anc

near & treakdown: we might 1orce & faveorable outcome.

1t was pointed out that Belivies heé 114 governments in 146 vears.

Mr. Mitchell asked what the reply of the U.S. Emtezesv La Paz would most likely

'
o

My, Jonnson said we will neve tc w
team zscsecsment of 1& June did not see
MNK as disorganized and felt sceciecy was eimeost impossible in La Paz...Tn
Bolivians might accomplish desired resulte by trhemselves...Torres was not
the worst leader imaginable; what foliows could be worse...A civil war was
possible...

it tor the S:ivacusa reply. The countr:
room 1CY covert action. 1t saw the

Mr, Mitchell: 1 see us irequentiv waiting until the ball game is over.

Mr., Mever: T1If our hand is detected 1 icresee ¢ werse fall-out in Boliwvi:
itseli, rather than in the rest of Latin America

Mr. Johnson:

Mr, Mitchell asked about the bordering neighbours’ attitudes.

Mr, Mever said he had assessed tne Argentines as verv concerned but powerless;

the Faraguavans ready to intervene in the Sante (ruz salient; and Brazil ac
too big and too preoccupied tc wocrrv over their smzll neighbour.

Mr. Mitchell: What about the timing?

Mr. broe: We shoula get started: we icse scmething every week.
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General Cushman: We support

1 &m reserving

v}
~t
45
jass
m
m

My. Johnson:

Mr., Mitchell: Wnen will vou have & wmosition'

Mr. Jchnson: Very soon, we shoulc nesr ivom Sivecusa tonight or tomorrow.

Admiral Meocrer: 1t seems to me we do this or we do nothing.

Mr. Jessup: Well, then, as 1 see it, tne minutes will summarize the
discussion; the State Department will zmrcau its pesition and a memorandum
outlining the positions of the princivsis will be prepared for higher
authority for iorwarding to San Ci: zs scon as possible. Mr. Mitchell
agreed. He acked that Ambessedor Sirecuss’s replv be circulated to the

0
m

members .

Mr. Packard, who was unavoidably dets:rnea on the Hill, previously gave his
affirmative vote tc both the Chiie snd Bolivia papers; Admiral Moorer said

he would apprise him of the meeting

-t
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Distributior
Mr., Mitchel:
Mr. Packarc
Mr. Johnsor
Admiral Moore:
Mr. Helim:
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