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MEMORANDUM OF MEETING

i1с1d on Monday - :Wile 8, 1970
at 12:00 noon
in the Office of the :Ire side nt

РАRТ IСIРАNТ -	 The President
Ambassador Douglas Botero Boshell

Amba 5 sa do r of C olombia
Ambassador Emil Niosbacher, Chief of

Protocol
Mr. John Н . Crimmins, Deputy Assistant

Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs
Mr. Viron P. Vaky, NSC

The Ambassador handed the President two letters--one on his Foreign
Policy Report and one on coffee.

He then referred to President Lleras T conversation last year regard-
ing military equipment, and stressed the need for a modest arms
modernization program. The President asked if Colombia had sub-
mitted its request, and the Ambassador replied that this would be
done as soon as the President-elect had reviewed the list.

The President then spoke at length about congressional opposition to
arms sales. He noted that he did not always agree with this opposition
because he felt that there was a legitimate need for arms for internal
security. A nation such as Colombia, which was democratic and
whose requests for arms acquisition were reasonable and modest
should be able to acquire such arms. lie said the United States xv(.ndd
view Colombia s reque st promptly and sympathetically.

The Ambassador referred briefly to the coffee question, noting that
a just price for coffee was essential. The President noted that we
were also concerned with a just and reasonable price, and observed
that high prices created consumer resistance.

Finally, the Ambassador expre s sed the ho pe that bilateral cconomi(
assistance would not be terminated before multilateral assistance had

filled the gap. He merely made that statement and did not seek to
elaborate. After makini it he ended the conversation.

DECLASSIFIED
A/ISS/IPS, Department of State

E.O. 12958, as amended
September 4, 2008




