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Office of the Presgident

Bogoth, Decembor 5, 1977
My, Pregident:
When I held the post of Ambagsador of my country at Waghdagton,
from Jaouary to September 1962, during your meeting with President Llerag--
in which I had the honor to participste~-I had an opportunity to became
directly acquai.nﬁaé with vour 1:1&@1‘@1: in finighiag the so~called Dariédn

Gap with & view to concretizing the old dresm of the countries of this

Hemisphere to be livked by a smuperhighway, I mention this fsct becasuse it

ig velated to the subject of your communlcation of November 8 of thisg year.
I heve had the opportunity to discuss with Mr. Leonard Saccio,

Ambaggador of the United Stabkes ab Bogotd, the problem which may arlse
owing to the fesr of Panams, the Central American Republics, Mexilce, and
the United Statea, that foot-snd-mouth disesse may eventually contaminate
their livestosk. I gave Ambagsador Sscclo Colombia's maximum sssurances
in that respect, but, 28 you yoursaelf have stated, Mr. President, maior na-
tional fntevests ave involved, since vast sreas, mony of them located far
from the highway, ave occupled by Colombians who have large cattle ranches
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and farms therein, and whom it iz not easy to displace in ordar to convert
an oversgized territory inte s reserve. The Minlster of Agriculture hes
gent 8 communication te the Amb&am&&r of the United 3tstes indicating what
vur goveroment can do to avert the chbstacles that may arise in cerrying out
this project, 2s well as Colombia‘a 1imita§:ianag imposed by other circum-
stances. I trust thet the viewpoints expressed by our governments cam be
reconciled. |

Once more, Mr. President, I wish to relterste my country's interest
in completing the uvnfinished section of the Pan American Highway promptly
by building the Devion liak between Panama and Chlomble, sn event which
will doubtless constitute sucther bond of unity and integvation in our
Hemiagphere.

Accept, Mr. President, the agsurance of my devoted friendship,

[8igned] Misael Pastrens Bervero
Misugl Pastrana Borrero
Preajdent of Colombia






