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SUBJ: EMBASSY COMMENTS—

t. suBueECT lJREPORT (FROM: SQURCE WHOSE RELIABILITY NOT

YEY ESTABLISHED! STATES PLN. CANDIDATE FIGUERES PLEDGED HIS
SUFPORT FOR LEGALIZATION NEW COMMUNIST PARTY {BOCI) TO PVP

3YiE MORA AND NOTED- EMBASSY HAD EXERTED NO PRESSURE ON HIM
upposgfﬁocl DURING CURRENT COMMUNIST CAMPAIGN ACQUIRE LEGAL
STATUS IN MARKED CONTRAST EMBASSY POSTURE PAST ELECTIONSe
REPORY FURTHER STATES MORA CONFIRMED EMBASSY ATTITUDES THROUGH
POLITICAL AND BUSINESS CONTACTS AND RECOMMENDED SITUATION BE

, EXPLOITED AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY SINCE IN PAST EMBASSY HAS BEEN
F MALUR STUMBLING BLQCK LEGALIZATION COMMUNIST PARTY.

20 EMBASSY HAS REPORTED IMPRESSIVE COMMUNIST CAMPAIGN REPEAL
CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION WHICH HAS RESULTED OUTLAWING COMMUNIST
PARTY AND FRONTS PASY TWENTY YEARS AS WELL AS MORE RECENT CAMP=-
ATGN REGISTER BOCI FOR 1970 ELECTIONS: WE! BELIEVE COMMUNISTS
HAVE MADE HEADWAY IN CONVINCING SOME IT ANACHRONISTIC IN CONTEXT
COSTA RICAN DEMOCRACY CONTINUE DENY BALLOT TO SEGMENT ELECTORATE®
NEVERTHELESS REMAINS OUR ASSESSMENT THAT POLITICAL: CONSIDERATIONS
DURING PRESENT ELECTORAL PERIOD WILL MAKE IT DIFFICULT SUPPORT
LEGALIZATION OF BOCI. LEGISLATURE MAY ATTEMPT AVOID DEBATE IF
MATTER REACHES FLOOR DURING REGULAR SESSION STARTING MAY | AND
(29 PROCEDURAL MEANS' MAY BE SOUGHT TO HAVE SUPREME: ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL
KEEP PARTY OFF BALLOT.

3c IN LIGHT THIS ASSESSMENT., EMBASSY DECISION NOT CONDUCT VvIGOROUS
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CAMPAIGN AGAINST LEGALIZATION BOCI TAKEN ADVISEDLY. BECAUSE
INCREASING PRDO-BOCT SENTIMENT WE BELIEVE. EMBASSY CAMPAIGN AGAINST
ITS LEGALIZATION WoULD HAVE QUICKLY BEOMCE KNOWN TO PVP AND FULLY
EXPLOITED AS EXAMPLE "FLAGRANT" U.So INTERVENTION IN DOMESTIC
POLITICAL AFFAIRS: MORA WOULD PROBABLY LIKE NOTHING BETTER.

42 WITH RESPECT FIGUERES' STATEMENT., HE KNOWS EXACTLY WHERE

I STAND FOR WE HAVE DISCUSSED MATTER AT LEAST THREE TIMES
DURING PAST SIX MONTHSe [ MAVE EMPHASIZED DANGER COMMUNIST
DEPUTIES WOULD WIELD DISPROPORTIONATE POWER IN FRAGMENTED
ASSEMBLY WHERE NO PARTY CLEARLY IN MAJORITYe SINCE QUESTION
3001 REGISTRATION MAUOR POLITICALI DEVELOPMENT, MATTER ALSO
SUBJECT CONVERSATIQON WITH! OTHER EMBASSY POLITICAL CONTRACTS
WHMIRE WE HAVE PURSUED LINE SIMILAR TQ THAT USED WITH FIGUERES,

S PVP MAKING MAJOR EFFORT ORGANIZE MAY DAY PARADE IN FAVOR
REu?S RATION BOCI AND WE ANTICIPATE INCREASED TEMPO BOCI
“PATGN FROM NOW UNTIL ACUST ! DEADLINE FOR FILING PARTICIPATION
l; ' ELECTIONSe EMBASSY HAS NO INTENTION BE. USED BY COMMUNISTS
A% ARGUMENT IN FAVOR LEGALIZATION WHETHER DUE TO QUR "PASSIvE®
ATTITUDE OR BECAUSE WE INTERFERING: WE PLAN PURSUE DISCREET
FAMPA G& WITH KEY POLITICAL LEADERS AND ASSEMBLY DEPUTIES
CINTING' TO POTENTIAL ADVERSE' CONSEQUENCES IF BOCI LEGALIZEDo
—;SH EMPHASIZE [MPORTANCE' OOING THIS IN SUCH WAY NOT EXPOSE Us TO
RGES WHICH IN LONG RUN COULD BE MORE DAMAGING VO USG AND
EMBASSY e
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