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SUB.Js COSTA RICA = USSR RELATIONS

1o FONMIN FACIO CALLED ME TO FONOFF: THIS MORNING
{DECEMBER 9} TO DISCUSS SEVERAL: MATTERSs AMONG
THEM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF: SOVIET EMBASSY IN COSTA RICA.

2e FACIO SEEMED EMBARRASSED TO START THE: CONVERSATION
AND THEN EXPLAINED THAT HE AND THE PRESIDENT DID NOT
SEE EYE=TO<EYE ON THIS SUBJECTe HE THOUGHT THAT 1
QUGHT TO BE KEPT ABREAST OF. THE FACTS¢ THE PRESIDENT
WANTED ME TO KNOW THAT THE RUSSIAN EMBASSY WILL BE
ESTABLISHED IN THE NEAR FUTURE IN' SAN JOSEs AND THAT
NO MORE: THAN SIX RUSSIANS QF ANY VARIETY WiLl: BE
PERMITTED IN THE NATION AT ONE TIME. THE SOVIETS
DID! NOT LIKE THIS LIMITATION AND COMPLAINED THAT
THEY DID NOT LIMIT COSTA RICAs BUT FACIO SAID

4}) THAT THIS' LIMIT WOULD STANDY%

3 THE SOVIETS PROMISED THEY WOULD TAKE THE
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SURPLMS COSTA RICAN COFFEE NEXT YEAR. THE
TRACTOR AND MACHINERY DEAL. WAS FELT NECESSARY

TO' SHOW AN INTEREST IN INTER=TRADE, ALTHOUGH

ME {FACIO) WAS NGQT SO SURE THAT THIS WAS SMART
AND: DID NOT KNOW HOW T WOULD COME QUTe. SOME
WERE: TRYING TO INTERPRET THAT IT WAS NOT A
FOREIGN LOAN (WHICH WOULD: REQUIRE APPROVAL BY

A TWO=THIRDS VOTE OF THE ASSEMBLY] BUT RATHER
JUST BUYING ON TIME PAYMENT. THERE WERE
DIFFERENCES OF OPINION IN THIS REGARDe FACIO
SEEMED TO BE OF THE OPINION THAT [T WAS A FOREIGN
LOANe  HE DID NOT POINT OUT THAT HIS OPINION WOULD
PREVAIL®

4o  THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE DISCUSSIONs FACIO EXHIBITED
NERVDUENESS. FOR THE FIRST TIME ON ANY SUBJECLT WE

MAD: EVER DISCUSSED AND A TENSENESS WHICH I HAD

NEVER: NOTICED BEFORE. HE FELT QUITE RELIEVED WHEN
THE: SUBJECT WAS CHANGED BY MEe

8o FACIO SUGGESTED THAT WE MIGHT EXCHANGE INTELLIGENCE

ON. THE RUSSTANS IF IT WAS AGREEABLE YO MEe HE
REALIZED THAT CQUR INTELLIGENCE WOULD BE A LOT
BETTER: THAN THEIRS,» BUT GOCR MAY BE' ABLE TO

BE MWELPFULe IT WAS A MATTER THAT HE AMND |
WOULD: TRY TO WORK QUTe HE THOUGHT UeSe

WAS APFREHENSIVE ABOUT THE SOVIET PRESENCE.

I TOLD HIM wE COULD NOT BE OTHERWISE. GP=3
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