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SUBWJECT: COSTA RICA=USSR: RELATIONS
REF$ SAN JOSE 788

fe IN LA NACION: PRESS INTERVIEW PUBLISHED! MARCH! 3]
PRESIDENT FIGUERES' AGAIN ALLUDED! To: EFFECT OF: RECENT
MEXICAN EVENTS ON COSTA. RICA=USSR: RELATIONS, REITERA=
TING ESSENTTAL POINT MADE: DAY BEFORE - {SAN: JOSE 788)
THAT EXCHANGE OF: DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS WITH SOYIETS: WOULD
PROCEED QUOTE AT OPPORTUNE: MOMENT UNGUOTE'

2+ PRESIDENT RETURNED TO: COLD 'WAR: THEME: STATING: HIS:

GOALI WAS THAT sSMALLI INFkUENCE COSTA RICA. COULD: EXERCISE
IN' WORLD AFFAIRS BE. USED! IN: FAVOR: QF "PEACE.. NOT WAR®

HE' SAID HIS: ADMINISTRATJON: WAS MAK]NG QUOTE POLITICAL:
SACRIFICES UNQUOTE: TQO CARRY UUT THIS POLICY BECAUSE! THE!
COSTA. RICAN PEQPLE PDSSIBLY DID NOT" FULLY UNDERSTAND THE!
GOVERNMENTVS POSITIONQ»HE‘PROMISED THAT HIS WRITTEN:
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STATEMENT ON QUESTION OF RELATIONS: WITH: SOVIETS WOULD: BE!
FORTHCOMING SHORTLY, STATING ITS: MESSAGE WOULD: BE: MORE:
OR: LESS. AS FOLLOWS3 QUOTE! WHEN WE‘NEGOTIATE WITHI THE!
RUSSIANS WE WILL! MAKE CLEAR 10 "THEM: THAT WE! ARE:ALLIES:
OF! THE UNITED STATES: AND! THAT WE! CONSIDER QURSELVES: PART’
OF THE WESTERN BLOCe IF' THE SECTORS: OF THE GOVERNMENT OF!
THE: UNITED STATES WHICH FEEL! CONCERN FOR' THE! DEFENSE ‘QF:
THEIR! COUNTRY AND FOR THE' DEFENSE' gF THE CONTINENT
CONSIDER IT NECESSARY TO. STRENGTHEN THEIR INTELLIGENCE:
SERVIGES IN ORDER THAT NOTHING OCCUR IN COSTA RICA CON=
TRARY TO THE CAUSE WHICH THE: UNITED STATES REPRESENTS:
WE' ARE! WILLING TO OPEN QUR:.DQORS: IN -ORDER: THAT THEY CARRY
QUT I THE VIGILANCE WHICH MIGHT BE: NECESSARY UNQUOTE-

30 THIS STATEMENT PROMPTED FROM: TASS REPRESENTATIVE
OBSERVATION. THAT PRESIDENT APPEARED READY TO PERMIT
INROADS INTO NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY. FIGUERES REPLIED
QUOTE WE DESIRE: NEJTHER: TERRORISM\OR JIDECLOGICAL PER~
SECUTION, NOR ANY WEAKENING OF THE: NATIONAL! SOVEREIGNTY «
We RESERVE THWE. SOVEREIGN RIGHT TO PUNISH: THROUGH EX~=
PULSION ANY INTERNATIONAL! OFFIC&ALS WHO MEDDLE' IN QUR
INTERNAL POLITICS QR WHO MIGHT WISH TO CREATE IN. OUR
COUNTRY A CLIMATE OF IDEOLOGICAL PERSECUTIONw UNGUOTEe

40 COMMENTo MANY COSTA. RICAN OBSERVERS APPEAR TO BE
WAITING FOR APPEARANCE! OF: PRESIDENT°S WRITTEN STATEMENT'
ON SOVIET RELATIONS BEFORE: COMMENTING ON HIS: RECENT PREBS:
REMARKS« SAN JOSE NEWSPAPERS» FOR EXAMPLEs WHILE ALMOST
UNANIMOUSLY OF OPINIQON LAST WEEK: THAT -ALL DIPLOMATIC
CONVERSATIONS: WITH USSR: SHOULD BE: BROKEN OFF, HAVE! MADE!
NO' EDITORIAL' COMMENT® THUS: FAR ON: FIGUERES' TWO: PRESS
CONFERENCES® PRESIDENT“S LATEST REMARKS APPEAR DESIGNED
TO! REASSURE THOSE WHO FEAR COSTA RICA CANNOT ADEQUATELY
CONTROL: POTENTIAL SOVIET bUBVERSION WHEN USSR EMBASSY
ESTABLISHED WEREe NEW ELEMENT IS PRESIDENT®S: INDICATION
THAT US' INTELLIGENCE SERVICES WQULD BE GIVEN ALMOST FREE!
HAND TQ KEEP: TRACK OF SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN CQSTA RICA.
THIS STATEMENT WOULD APPEAR TO RUN: CONTRARY TO' MOST REe.
CENT MANIFESTATIONS BY FIGUERES OF INCREASING SENSITIVITY
OVER ALLEGED! Ug: ACTIVITIES INi COUNTRY: FIGUERES' REMARKS
BOTH IN THIS PRESS' INTERVIEW AND IN MARCH 29 TELEVISION
APPEARANCE UNDERLINE DISCREPANCY BETWEEN HIM. AND: FONMIN
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FACIO OVER WHAT GOCR/ RESPONSE TO' MEXICAN DEVELOPMENTS
SHOULD BEw« PRESIDENT AND FONMIN HAVE HAD DIFFERENCES
BEFORE AND HAVE ALWAYS: FOUND MEANS TO PAPER: OVER THEM1
THERE! ARE ‘NO SIGNS: PRESENT DIVERGENCE OF VIEWS WILLI.LEAD:
TO: OPEN BREAK BETWEEN THEMe NONETHELESS, FIGUERES: HAS:
OPENLY DISREGARDED FACIO*S RECOMMENDATION UPON RETURN
FROM MEXICO THAT DIPLOMATIC TALKS WITH SOVIETS BE BROKEN
OF s - GP=3.
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