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1. THE NEW YEAR HAS NOT DAWNED TOO AUSPICIOUSLY IN TERMS OF
MEXICAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS AND I BELIEVE THAT WE CAN ANTICIPATE
CONTINUED DIFFICULTIES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. WE ARE FACED WITH
PROBLEMS THAT ARE BECOMING TEDIOUS BECUASE OF THEIR
INSOLUBILITY BUT NONETHELESS RETAIN THEIR BITE IN TERMS OF MEXICAN
OFFICIAL, PRIVATE AND PUBLIC OPINION. I NEED HARDLY ENUMERATE
THESE HEADACHES WHICH FEATURE PROMINENTLY DIFFICULTIES IN TRADE
FIELD AND PARTICULARLY IN MEXICAN AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS TO U•S.
REAMS OF PAPER HAVE BEEN COVERED REPORTING MEXICAN ATTITUDES
ON THEIR MEAT EXPORTS TO US AND PROBLEMS OF OTHER EXPORTS
ESPECIALLY FRUITS AND VEGETABLES AND NOTABLY TOMATOES.

2. THE PAST YEAR WAS THE YEAR OF THE DRUG CRISIS' FAST FOOTWORK
HAS FOR THE PRESENT AT LEAST RETRIEVED THIS SITUATION FROM THE
VIEWPOINT OF MEXICAN . AMERICAN RELATIONS AND I FERVENTLY HOPE
THAT THE PRESENT SPIRIT OF COOPERATION WILL ENDURE THROUQHOUT 1970.
MORE PREOCCUPYING NOW IS THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO SECTION 807
OF THE TARIFF ACT AND THE HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR MAY OF THIS YEAR.
THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE OF THE INTENSE INTEREST ON THE PART OF MEXICO
IN THE BORDER INDUSTRIALIZATION PLAN AND TO HAVE THIS THWARTED WOULD
CREATE A MAJOR CRISIS• THERE ARE OTHER LATENT PROBLEMS AND
THE COLORADO RIVER SALINITY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE AN ISSUE IN 1970
BECAUSE OF THE TERMINATION OF THE PRESENT AGREEMENT. A DIFFICULT
CIVIL AVIATION NEGOTIATION FOR THE FIRST HALF OF THIS YEAR MIGHT ALSO
BE MENTIONED.
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3. IN SUM, THERE ARE NUMEROUS CLOUDS ON THE HORIZON OF MEXICAN"
AMERICAN RELATIONS AND SOME OF THEM ARE BOUND TO DUMP SOME
PRECIPITATION ON US IN 1970,

4. IN ATTEMPTING TO SEARCH AROUND FOR SOME MEANS OF ALLEVIATING
THESE PROBLEMS, WHICH BECAUSE OF VARIOUS SITUATIONS IN THE 'UNITED
STATES ARE NOT READILY SOLUBLE' IT HAS OCCURRED TO ME THAT A
TRIPARTITE MEETING DURING THE FIRST HALFOF THE YEAR AT THE INVITATION

OF PRESIDENT NIXON TO THE PRESIDENT OF MEXICO AND PRIME MINISTER
OF CANADA WOULD BE EXTREMELY WELL RECIVED BY THE: MEXICAN
GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE. THE ACTION OF PRESIDENT EISENHOWER IN

-,,,CALLING.TOGETHER'$,T4E4 PRESIDENT OF MEXICO AND PRIME MINISTER
OF CANADA IN 1953 AT WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS HAS NEVER BEEN
FORGOTTEN HERE AND HAS BEEN MENTIONED TO ME ON A NUMBER OF
OCCASIONS. MEXICO IS ETERNALLY STRIVING FOR PARITY WITH CANADA
IN U.S. CONSIDERATION SO SUCH AS INVITATION WOULD SURELY BE MOST
WELCOME.

5 * THERE ARE CERTAIN CLOUDS ON THE HORIZON OF MEXICAN,CANADIAN
RELATIONS TOO (CANADIAN RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE IMPORTS FROM
MEXICO) AND PRESIDENT DIAZ ORDAZ WOULD PROBABLY WELCOME AN
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU ALSO, AT
LEAST CANADIAN AMBASSADOR RAE (PROTECT SOURCE) BELIEVES SO.

6. FURTHERMORE, THIS WOULD BE EXTREMELY GRACEFUL AND APPROPRIATE
MANNER FOR U.S. GOVERNMENT TO SAY FAREWELLS TO PRESIDENT DIAZ
ORDAZ WHO HAS BEEN A GOOD FRIEND. AT SAME TIME IT WOULD NOT
LIMIT OUR FREEDOM OF ACTION WITH ECHEVERRIA IN ANY WAY AND WOULD
STILL PERMIT US TO INVITE HIM TO WASHINGTON IN AUTUMN AFTER
HIS ELECTION IN JULY OR ESTABLISH TOP-LEVEL ;CONTACT SOMETIME SOON
AFTER HIS INAUGURATION ON DECEMBER 1 1970. (IN ANY EVENT WE,SHOULD
NOT INVITE HIM TO WASHINGTON BEFORE THE ELECTION ON JULY 1 SINCE THIS
COULD PROVE EMBARRASSING TO HIM.)

7• THEREFORE, IT OCCURS TO ME THAT SUCH A TRIPARTITE MEETING
MIGHT BE MOST USEFUL IN ACHIEVING U.S. OBJECTIVES IN MEXICO
THROUGH THE MEANS OF GIVING EVIDENCE OF A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP,
AND THAT IT MIGHT ACHIEVE SOME CONCRETE AS WELL AS IMPORTANT
PSYCHOLOGICAL RESULTS.
MCBRIDE
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