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1. The purpose of this telegram is to suggest to Embassies
Teguc1galpa and San Salvador ways in which we can help brlng abﬁtxj
in 1mmed1ate aftermath MFM actlons, a climate in each country S
favorable to or at least acquiescent in MFM resolutioqg; while p§h§
venting Fither undue exultation or depression that coﬁld impede

N

progress toward a normalization of relations and settlement of

§ ! : i

differences.

2. The manner in which the conflict’has been rgsolved may create
psychological problems in each country wiéh respect to how each
views what it has Wén and lost. Conciliatory 'political' settle-

; Y

ment acceptable to both disputants means that each will be denied
a clear victory or complete vindication of its,positions. Both
governments will need to mount propagandarcampéign to sell accord

3y

r;w”\ to publig. Fallure to do so might result in resentment directed

,”*‘/ ]

;:ZV not only agalnst local government but also OAS and, by extension,
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the U.S. A deterioration in our relations with Honduras
and El Salvador (beyond that which was an inevitable con-
sequence of our posture during active phase of conflict)
will have negative effect on our ability to influence de-
velopments in integration movement, the keystoneﬁqf our
policy in Central America. |
3. FOR TEGUCIGALPA: While we can expect the Honduran
Government and press to play up the Salvadoran withdrawal
as a victory for Honduras, GOH should not fail give ade-
quate treatment to some of the broader aspects that touch
on U.S, at?itudes and efficacy of OAS. Concerning the
U.S. press, you should make point to key officials and
media that influential U.S. newspapers (Washington Post,
New York Times) have been quite sympathetic to Honduras in

the face of Salvadoran invasion. As for OAS aspects, you
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should point out that Honduras invoked Organ of Consul-~
tation and looked to OAS for resolution of problem. Not
only did inter-American system not fail Honduras, but
consensus at MFM bore out Honduran contention it was the
aggr%éved party. We are particularly concerned ;pat GOH
try to get across to its public opinion that Hond;ras,
having looked to the OAS, should abide by MFM resolutions
relating to question of Salvadorans in Honduras. 1In order
to assist your effort to put matter into proper perspective,
USIA will transmit by wireless, in addition to editorials,
stories from key newspapers for distribution to Honduran
press and radio.
4, FOR SAN SALVADOR: Ambassador is urged to continue

efforts to have government and press take moderate tone and

increase time and space devoted to OAS activities on behalf

.
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of Salvadorans in Honduras. USIA will transmit by wire-
less stories and articles laudatory of Salvadoran decision
\
to withdraw.
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