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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILES
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PARTICIPANTE: The President

Dr. Henry A, Kissinger

Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew
Ambassador Monteiro

Prime Minister Lee: I would like to congratulate you on your achievement.

Neo one thourht it was nusmhlo

o4

President Nixon:; The toughest decision was the boming in December. What

)

did you thin< at the time?

Prime Minister Lee: I thought it would lead to peace at the end of January.
The problern: now is to maintain the peace,

President Nixwon: Re-entering Southeast Asia will be very tough. There is
Y

€norImous pressure on us,

Prime Minister Lee: The mass media have a silent conspiracy to keep up
the mood of withdrawal, U, S, technology has made it a small world, and

it 1s ironic that now you have the death wish of losing your influence in _that
smaller wox.’iciv

President Niwon: This applics not only to Southeast Asia. The same people

want us out '::f Europe too, It is the death wish of the ruling groups in the
West,

Prime Minitter lLee: The leaders are not so bad. What is bad is the lecders

of public opinion, They don't understand the implications of their thinkine.
If the United States removes her last soldier from Europe, what is left?
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President Nixon: What should we do in Southeast Asia?

Prime Mirister ILee: You must create the impression that your policy will

prevail de:spite the cacophony of voices. You have withdrawn in an honor-
able way giving South Vietnam a chance -- a better than even chance. South

Vietnam has a chance if they don't rely on a purely military solution. The

right strategy is to try to win the Communists away from the North. Give
them a shere of power in the rmunicipal level, There must now be a debate
in Hanol Lieiween rehabilitation and infiltration.

President Nimon: Do we require a stick as well as a carrot?

Prime Mirister Lee: Yes, itis hard to know how they assess the U. S.

domestic situation. If I were they, I would play it safe. But then I am
not theny. Hence, therce is the need for a stick and not only a carrot.

President Nixon: 1 don't want 1o leave any doubts, With respect to the

intellectua. class in this country, we face a disturbing softness and weak-

ness. There is a desive to withdraw everywhere., Heath, Home and Car-
rington arc strong men, so 1s Pompidou, The present time requires a

strong, viforcus leadership fo maintain a credible defense.

i

Prime Nin ster Loe: You are the anchor man of the non-Communist world,

| President Vixon: The Japanesc and the Germans could do it but they won't
be allowed to. If we cave, everything will come apart. If we had come back

dishoncred, we would have lost the trust of our friends and the respect of
our adversaries, MWe can't turn away from the things that nced doina, We
must leaven PRC and Soviet pelicies toward their neighbors. Butin order
for that game to work we must engage in strong policies, Dr. Kissinger
and I stron:ly belicve this. There are no other two people who believe this
more stvorgly,

Pi

Prime Min ster Lee: If South Vietnam sticks, this whole policy will byinge
]

angerous for the whole world,

on a change of mood, Americans cannot go on being self-pitying, A weak

America i=

President Iiixon: What do you think of the Japanese? A people with their

history wor't be content to make transistor radios.

e DECLASSIFIED g
Auwhory @Zé?jﬁﬂ_ﬂ, E
e B7Nans e LB/ 65

IAMOYT TYNON FHE 1Y A30NGIYd3Y

eR Tt EERRAEE



Fe—— : DECLASSIFIED

A/ISS/IPS, Department of State
E.O. 12958, as amended
February 27, 2009

Prime Minister Lee: Look at the difference between the Japanese and
the Germans., The Japanese claim a great power role, the Germans
don't. Idoa't want the Japanese to conduct an independent policy. It
must be interwoven with the rest of the world. If they get an independent
pelicy, thev will be a joker in the cards,

President Nixon:[Jokingly] You are getting to be an economic problem for

us.,

Prime Minister Lee: We went into textiles only to sop up unemployment,

President 1lixon: What do you think of Indonesia?

Prime Min ster Lee: It would be better if they spread the benefits beyond

Jakarta., The Generals in power are acquiring wealth. In Islam wealth

comes with power,

President Hixon: Are we pursuing a correct policy towards China?

Prime Min ster Lee: If Chou and Mao live long enough, the line could be

set for a dccade. Their main preoccupation is with the Russians. The
Chinamen I now that Americans have a conscience; the Russians do not.
Thus they :re very careful not to antagonize them.
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